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Monday 1st March 2021 
COVID FAQs 

Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
We hope that this letter continues to find you, your family and friends safe and well.  We are really 
looking forward to seeing you all next week. 
 
Please complete this survey prior to your return.  
 
The Government directive is that schools open up for all children from Monday 8th March. We are 
looking forward to your return and have done everything we can to ensure the return is as smooth 
and as safe as possible. Last term, we had all 218 children back on site and although closed a 
number of bubbles, we were able to keep the number of confirmed cases of covid low amongst our 
children. We have been working hard as a staff team to produce detailed plans and risk 
assessments for the changes that your child may experience when coming back into school which 
we have put in place to minimise risk to your child and the school community. 
 
This letter, similar to the one we shared in September, will answer some of your questions 
regarding what school will look like when your child comes in and some details regarding wrap 
around care.  
 
What are our plans for this week? 
Monday 1st March- Friday 5th March- Remote learning  
 
Friday 5th March- All staff will be on site preparing for school return, a deep clean, planning and 
classroom set up. There will be no morning/ afternoon meetings on this day. There will be no 
children on site. We are using this as an INSET day. There will be learning online (IXL Oak academy 
etc) however there will be no feedback/tutorials on this day. We will not be monitoring attendance 
on this day but please still access the learning online if you would like to.  
 
Monday 8th March onwards- All pupils return to school at 8:30am (see below for gates) 
Attendance at school is mandatory from this date and will be closely monitored and supported by 
the attendance service.   
 
Breakfast Club opens ▪ After school clubs start ▪ Play Centre open 

 
What if I do not wish my child to return to school? 
As of Monday 8th March, if your child is of compulsory school age they must attend school.  If your 
child is not able to attend school because they are self-isolating due to Covid please contact the 
school to let us know, so we can discuss how best to support you and your child. The Government’s 
expectation is that all children return to school full time from next week.  

https://forms.gle/zyKtDc949Phu4s8K6


 
What will my child wear? 
Children in Nursery to Year 6 must return to school in their full school uniform. Uniform can be 
purchased online from www.myclothing.com. School ties can be purchased from the school office 
and pre-paid on parent pay. If you are unable to purchase a school jumper online then you can buy 
a plain navy-blue jumper/cardigan from a local supermarket and purchase a sew-on badge from the 
school office. Please phone the school if you would like a tie/badge and we will give this to your 
child. We ask that parents do not come into the school office without making an appointment in 
advance. On the days that your child has PE they will need to come to school wearing their full PE 
kit as they will not be changing clothes at school.  For the Autumn Term, children will have PE on 
the following days: 
 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Year 1 (am) 
 Year 4 (pm)  

Year 2 (am) 
 Year 3 (pm) 

Reception (pm) Year 5 (pm) Year 6 (pm) 

 
What is happening with PE lessons? 
PE will continue to be taught by Mr Ross. Swimming will not be taking place due to Covid 
restrictions; we hope this will resume in the Autumn term.  
 
What should my child bring to school? 
We are discouraging children from bringing anything to school with them, apart from a clearly 
named water bottle and packed lunch if they are not having school lunches.  If the weather is wet 
and jackets/coats are being worn, these will need to be placed on your child’s peg. All homework 
will be administered online through the Google classroom. Please note that we will be keeping all 
windows open in classrooms as we know good ventilation can reduce aerosol transmission. Please 
ensure your child wears extra layers under their uniform when it is a colder day.  
 
Can my child have a packed lunch? 
We are discouraging children from having packed lunch as this involves bringing food in from 
home. We understand that some families will continue to want their children to have packed lunch 
based on dietary requirements/preferences. If this is the case then you will need to let the school 
office know in advance that you would like your child to have a packed lunch every day. They will 
then go onto packed lunch for the term. Children with packed lunch will sit together in the hall. It is 
not an option to switch between packed lunch and school dinners on a daily basis. Your child will 
receive whatever they have opted for at the start of term. If you would like to change your decision 
you must inform the office with at least one week’s notice. This means we can manage every child’s 
meals and seating more effectively. School dinners will cost £2.20 and will be charged weekly 
(£11/wk). There is no cost for reception, year 1 and year 2 children. Please contact the office if you 
have not yet applied for free school meals and feel you may be eligible.  
 
Can my child bring snacks to school? 
Due to Covid restrictions children will be unable to bring any snacks onto the school site. We will 
provide your child with fruit each day and they will be given breakfast if they come to school by 
8:10. Playcentre will provide children with tea mon-thurs. Unfortunately, we will not be able to 
celebrate birthdays with cake. If you want to bring something into school for your child then a story 
book could be purchased for the class. Your child’s name will be written into it and it will be shared 
at storytime to celebrate and honour their birthday. Your child can then place it in the library.  

http://www.myclothing.com/


 
How can we travel to school? 
We are recommending that children either walk, scoot or cycle to school.  We have storage at 
school for bikes and scooters; if your child is coming to school and storing an item of transport and 
a helmet at school, please ensure these are clearly labelled.  If you are driving to school please be 
aware that Hackney is planning on reinstating the school streets. Vehicles are not permitted to 
enter the zone between these times unless they have been granted an exemption. If you have 
already been granted an exemption, you are not required to reapply. To find out more about 
exemption eligibility, including how to apply for a special exemption, please visit: 
https://hackney.gov.uk/school-streets 
From next week, any cars entering the roads around the school between 8:30-9:30 and 3:00-4:00 
will be charged a fine. Bringing your child to breakfast club at 8:00 (last entry 8:10) and placing 
them in playcentre/club after school will help avoid this. As will finding other ways to travel to 
school.   
 
Where, when and how will I drop off my child? 
We are bringing the drop off time period earlier to help with social distancing in the local area and 
will be starting the day earlier (8:30am) to ensure all children are in class, settled with hands 
washed ready to start learning at 8:45.  Please read the table below carefully. 

If you are using our wake up shake up breakfast club we are offering this for £1 a session. Drop off 
will be 8:00-8:10 at the main gate (no admission after 8:10am). 

 

Nursery Reception Year 1&2 Year 3&4 Year 5 Year 6  

 8:30-8:45 
Front entrance 

Children to 
enter through 
nursery gate 

 
11:30 collection 
12:00 (if having 

lunch)  

8:30-8:45  
Front entrance 

Children to 
enter through 

playground 
 
 
3:30 collection  

8:30-8:45 
Church 

entrance (next 
to school 
entrance) 

 
 
3:30 collection 

8:30-8:45 
Vicarage 
entrance  

 
 
 
 
3:30 collection 

8:30-8:45 
Cowper road 

entrance 
 
 
 
 
3:30 collection 

8:30-8:45 
Cowper road 

entrance 
  

 
 
 
3:30 collection 

 
Gates will open at 8:30 am and close at 8:45 am. If you arrive before the gate has been opened 
please keep your children close by and observe social distancing.  When the gate opens please say 
goodbye to your child and send them in through the school gate.  Please note that we will be 
asking you to remain off the school site at this time.  We appreciate that this is difficult, but this 
measure is in place for the time being to minimise risk of transmission. 
 
Parents/carers are not permitted on site unless it is to the main school office (this should be for 
urgent matters only). Phoning into school will continue to be the safest and preferred form of 
communication between families and the school. Your messages can then be passed onto the 
necessary person with a response made if required. 

 
What happens if I am running late? 
We have gone to significant lengths to ensure that we have extended start and finish times in place 
to help minimise the risk of transmission of the virus at the busiest times of the day. If your child 
arrives at school after 8:45am they must wait outside the front entrance. You will need to wait with 

https://hackney.gov.uk/school-streets


your child until it is safe for them to be escorted across the school. They will be marked in as late. 
Persistant lateness will be monitored and shared with the Hackney Learning Trust attendance 
service. Being late puts your child and the staff at risk of mixing with people in other bubbles. 
 
We cannot logistically and financially facilitate late collection. Children collected between 3:45pm 
and 4:00pm will be charged £5:00. In line with other Hackney schools, you will then be charged £1 
for every minute after 4:00pm. This will go onto parentpay. Continued lateness is an additional 
layer of risk to the safe and efficient running of the school; please ensure that you give yourself 
plenty of time to drop off and pick up your child. Children collected late from club/playcentre on 
more than one occasion will lose their place. Thank you for ensuring prompt drop off and 
collection.  
 
What will groupings look like in school? 
As before, across the school, for lessons children will remain in their year groups, which we are 
calling bubbles.  The children and adults working with them, will together form a ‘bubble’.  Across 
the phases the bubbles will create what we are calling a ‘pod’; pods will have lunch together, share 
play spaces and use the same toilets. Pods will be: 6a&6s, 5a&5s, 3&4, 1&2, N&R.  

 
What is in place for wrap around care? 
Please see the survey links to book your child into breakfast club, after school club for EYFS, 
Y1/Y2, Y3/Y4, Y5 and Y6 and play centre. Play centre places will need to be booked half a term in 
advance and cannot be given on an ad hoc basis. This is because of staffing and managing Covid 
bubbles.  

 
What will play times look like? 
Each pod has an allocated playspace. Our play equipment has been reopened, we will be giving 
children toys to play with and we will be leading them in games.  Children will be able to play with 
the children in their pod. 
 
What will lunch times look like? 
Between each lunch sitting for each pod all tables and chairs will be sanitised.   

If you want your child to bring a packed lunch, you will need to inform the school office of the 
packed lunch selection and this choice remains in place for the term. 

 
How have the classrooms and the school building changed? 
Classrooms have been adjusted and somewhat emptied but they are still lovely welcoming spaces. 
As per the government guidance, the children’s tables in Years 2 - 6 are in rows rather than their 
normal groups.  Unnecessary furniture has been removed from around the school building to 
reduce the number of places that people may touch. Surfaces, door handles, stair handrails and 
other regularly ‘touched’ points will be disinfected regularly throughout the day.  Daily deep 
cleaning will continue to be done at the end of each day. 

There is access to handwashing points for children in classrooms and hand sanitising stations will 
be installed throughout the building.  

 
What will the children be doing in school?   
We are returning to the full curriculum offer with adaptations in place to support children in filling 
any gaps that may have developed in their learning.  When we first return to school we will also 
have a focus on wellbeing and reintegrating into the school community.   

https://forms.gle/8E3JSNJdz7AWhWJ3A
https://forms.gle/XUsGZ9mC8nfj4J7F9
https://forms.gle/HSjUE9tAWWetC6qM9
https://forms.gle/HFRaYVfyoQg2uBjD7
https://forms.gle/eRYtXLY5gujfWyjz8
https://forms.gle/QPDA7i8wZMzh791f6
https://forms.gle/SyJZt6u1zMeoSnju6


 
What is happening with collective worship? 
For the time being we will not be coming together as a whole school group as we will be keeping 
children in their bubbles and pods.  As such this will alter how we will be carrying out our daily 
collective worship.  This will be mainly done in classrooms.  
 
Will staff be wearing Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) in school? 
Following government guidance all staff will wear masks in all communal areas and on school 
gates. Children are not required to wear a face mask at school. All staff will be taking covid lateral 
flow tests twice weekly to ensure we pick up on any asymptomatic cases. We will not be covid 
testing children at school.  
 
What happens if a child/adult displays symptoms of COVID-19? 
If a child or adult begins to show symptoms of COVID-19 they will have their temperature taken 
(using a thermometer that does not touch them).  If their temperature is over 38 degrees a phone 
call will be made home for a parent/carer to come and collect the child (this must be an adult with 
whom the child lives).  The child will remain supervised until they are collected.  If an adult displays 
symptoms, they will leave the school immediately.   

The child or member of staff who is unwell MUST go and have a test undertaken to confirm or 
not that they have COVID-19.  If the test is negative, they may return to school, so long as they 
have recovered from whatever the other illness was.  However, if the test result comes back 
positive then NHS Test and Trace will speak directly to those who have been in contact with the 
child/adult to offer advice.  This advice may be that the rest of the bubble may need to self isolate. 
It is essential that anyone displaying symptoms must be tested as soon as possible - this is to 
minimise the risk for all pupils and adults in each bubble.  The school will not readmit any child or 
adult who is sent home with symptoms and a temperature over 38 degrees without proof of 
testing.  

 
What happens if the school needs to close suddenly? 
A Rapid Closure Protocol has been written which we will follow in the event that we need to close 
suddenly.  If this is activated we will make contact with all parents.  You must ensure that you are 
easily contactable whilst your child is at school.  In the unlikely event that school needs to close 
rapidly it may mean you are given no notice and that you are asked to collect your child 
immediately. It is a legal requirement that the school have at least two contact phone numbers for 
your child.  

 
How will first aid be administered? 
All bubbles either contain or have access to a qualified first aider.  Where possible this person will 
administer first aid within their bubble setting and the children will not be taken anywhere else. 
 
Can my child bring a mobile phone to school? 
Year 6 children are able to bring a phone to school. This will be kept by their teacher in their 
classroom during the school day. No other children are allowed phones in school- this is for 
safeguarding. Year 6 children leaving school alone must have signed permission from home. 
 
What if I have more questions?  
Many thanks for taking the time to read through this letter.  Please do not hesitate to contact the 
school if you have any further queries.  The phone number is 02072541148. 
 



Thank you for your ongoing support during this challenging time. We appreciate there are a 
number of changes. These have been done in line with government and local authority guidance 
and are in place to keep your children safe.  
 
We are very much looking forward to welcoming your children back to school on Monday.  
 
 
Kind Regards, 
Lucy Blewett  
Headteacher 

Primary Advantage - Schools Achieving More Together 

 

 


