
Blended Learning Overview 2020-21 

 

Aims 

This Blended Learning Policy seeks to outline curriculum provision for pupils where remote 

education is necessary during the Covid-19 crisis by: 

• ensuring consistency in the approach to remote learning for all pupils who are not in 

school, throughout high-quality, interactive resources 

• aligning high-quality remote education as closely as possible with in-school provision 

• continuing to deliver the school curriculum, including support with motivation, health and 

wellbeing 

• communicating effectively with families 

It sets out how the high-quality remote education offered aligns as closely as possible with in-

school provision. 

 

Potential scenarios for remote learning: 

1. Individual isolation due to vulnerability, symptoms or Test and Trace 

2. Five or more people in a class isolating due to symptoms or Test and Trace 

3. Fortnight bubble isolation due to confirmed Covid-19 case 

4. School closure following local or national lockdown 

                                               

 

In-School Curriculum 

At St Matthias, the curriculum continues to be ambitious and broad, in order to teach our pupils a 

range of knowledge and skills. Content that has been missed due to school closure will be taught 

alongside learning from the 2020-21 curriculum, with targeted and robust interventions to support 

this. To support with missed learning in the core subjects, we have reassessed the way in which we 

teach Reading, Writing and Maths. In Reading, we have thought carefully about the texts we are 

exposing the children to, in order to reengage them with their love of reading, whilst closing the 

vocabulary gap and teaching key comprehension and fluency skills. In Writing and Maths, we 

have adapted our teaching and learning by introducing new programmes but have also 

timetabled regular SPaG and Maths meetings to further close gaps and support missed and new 

learning. 

As not all pupils had returned to St Matthias prior to the summer holidays, we will informally assess 

them during the first half term to see their starting points and start to target any gaps in learning 

immediately. We will then formally assess them, using the June 2020 assessments, prior to the 

October half term. 

 

 

 

 



Remote Learning 

We are very proud of how quickly we adapted to remote learning during school closure and 

have tried to make it accessible and manageable for all members of the school community, in 

the event of self-isolation or a local lockdown. Due to this, we have put the following into place: 

• a carefully sequenced curriculum, which facilitates the provision of high-quality online and 

offline resources, which is accessed through Google Classroom and is closely aligned to the 

learning that takes place in class 

• continued access to the high- quality educational subscriptions, familiar to children: myON 

Reading, Times Tables Rock Stars, IXL, Numbots, Prodigy Maths, Read Write Inc., as well as 

effective and supportive resources such as lessons from the Oak National Academy 

• training for staff to use platforms such as Google classroom so that they are effective 

• supplies of exercise books and resources for children to take home immediately if a period 

of isolation/lockdown is enacted 

• individual plans for children with SEND 

• individual tablets for vulnerable families who do not have access to a device to access 

remote learning – this has been trialled during the summer holidays 

• in-school training for children on how to use Google Classrooms, along with support videos 

that can be accessed from home 

 

What we have we put in place in the event of individual isolation or school closure 

In the event of… 

Individual isolation 

due to vulnerability, 
symptoms or Test and 

Trace 
 

 

Five or more people in 

a class isolating due 
to symptoms or Test 

and Trace 

 

Fortnight bubble 

isolation due to 
confirmed Covid-19 

case 
 

 

School closure 

following local or 
national lockdown 

 

 

• Daily learning provided 
via Google Classroom, 
including Reading, 
Writing, Maths, SPaG 
and one Foundation 
subject – this is marked 
daily 

• Recommendations 
and links to additional 
online resources 

• Weekly homework 

• Daily learning provided 
via Google Classroom, 
including Reading, 
Writing, Maths, SPaG 
and one Foundation 
subject – this is marked 
daily 

• Recommendations 
and links to additional 
online resources 

• Weekly homework 

• Daily learning provided 
via Google Classroom, 
including Reading, 
Writing, Maths, SPaG 
and one Foundation 
subject – this is marked 
daily 

• Recommendations 
and links to additional 
online resources 

• Weekly homework 

• Daily 15 minute 
Google Meets at 9am 
to outline the day’s 
learning 

• 1:1 10 minute tutoring 
with class teacher or 
additional adult twice 
a week to go over 
learning 

• Daily 15 minute story 
time at 3pm 

• Daily learning provided 
via Google Classroom, 
including Reading, 
Writing, Maths, SPaG 
and one Foundation 
subject – this is marked 
daily 

• Recommendations 
and links to additional 
online resources 

• Weekly homework 

• Daily 15 minute 
Google Meets at 9am 
to outline the day’s 
learning 

• 1:1 10 minute tutoring 
with class teacher or 
additional adult twice 
a week to go over 
learning 

• Daily 15 minute story 
time at 3pm 

All of the learning that we provide for our children is also available on our school website and is 

closely aligned with the learning that is happening within school. 

 



How our teachers will teach remotely, in the case of a bubble being at home: 

• teachers will set a range of meaningful and ambitious work in a number of different 

subjects each day, which will be shared with pupils via Google Classrooms – this will include 

any videos needed to support with learning 

• teachers will have daily live contact with children, using Google Meets, in order to provide 

explanations of new learning for children 

• teachers will have daily live contact with children, using Google Meets, for a class story 

time 

• teachers will offer 1:1 tutor sessions twice a week to each child to support with learning 

• once a week, work will be celebrated through an online celebration assembly 

• work that is submitted by pupils via Google Classroom will receive daily feedback in line 

with the school’s feedback policy; in the case of the use of printed resources, these will be 

monitored through the daily Google Meets 

• teachers will adjust the pace/difficulty of work, in accordance with normal classroom 

practice. 

• the remote learning programme will mirror the core teaching that pupils would receive in 

school as far as possible - the subject guidance for remote learning is outlined in this policy 

• if a teacher’s bubble is at home, they will work remotely and will be available from 8:45am-

3:45pm; if they are unable to work during this time, for example due to sickness, they should 

report this using the normal absence procedure and another member of staff with support 

with home learning 

 

Challenges to remote learning 

There are a number of challenges faced by the St Matthias Community, when moving to remote 

learning: 

• we know that not all of our families have regular access to a tablet, a laptop or a desktop 

computer with reliable internet access – we have been lucky enough to have had tablets 

donated to support these vulnerable families; these have been set up so that children can 

work safely and access online learning 

• some families have only a tablet or a phone, and/or only one device and multiple children 

in different years – where this is the case, we have tried to provide these families with a 

device 

• some families have no internet service – where this is the case, we will provide workbooks 

and printed work and will maintain daily contact by telephone 

 

Support for Teaching Staff 

Teachers have been provided with the following in order for them to switch seamlessly to remote 

learning, if and when necessary: 

• remote access via freedom2roam 

• a school laptop with remote access to school systems, if needed 

• login details and access to pupil accounts for all appropriate e-learning platforms 

• training to use Google Classroom, Google Meets and any other appropriate elements of 

the Google Suite e.g. Google forms for setting assessments 

• training to save flipcharts and PowerPoints in pdf form to make them easier to access 

remotely 

• training to use myON to set work and give feedback in relation to Reading and Writing 

• training to make narrated PowerPoints into videos and other recordings 



• a comprehensive, broad, well planned, and well-resourced curriculum which sets out what 

is to be learned when; the curriculum maps will show what should be being learned during 

any period of lockdown or isolation, along with any schemes of work we follow 

 

Senior Leaders 

Alongside any teaching responsibilities, senior leaders are also responsible for: 

• coordinating the remote learning approach, including monitoring child engagement 

• supporting members of staff and families with access to home learning 

• providing staff with tools and resources to support with effective remote teaching 

• monitoring (and tailoring, if necessary) the effectiveness of remote learning through staff 

meetings and regular feedback from children and families 

• reviewing learning that has been set and submitted 

• ensuring curriculum content is aligned to what is being taught in school, as far as possible 

• monitoring the security of remote learning, particularly with regards to online safety and 

video calling – for further information please see our Code of Conduct for Phone Calls, 

Video Conferencing and Recorded Videos 

• supporting staff who are in school teaching, if a member of their class is isolating 

 

Designated Safeguarding Lead 

The DSL is Kelly Durcan, who is responsible for managing and dealing with all safeguarding 

concerns. For further information, please see the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy. If Kelly 

Durcan is not available, deputies Lucy Blewett and Alice Martin will be available. 

 

TurnItOn IT Technicians 

TurnItOn technicians are responsible for: 

• fixing issues with systems used to set and collect work 

• helping staff with any technical issues, whether on site or when working remotely 

• reviewing the security of remote learning systems and flagging any data protection 

breaches to the Data Protection Officer 

 

The SENCo 

The school SENCo, Kelly Durcan, is responsible for: 

• liaising with members of SLT and TurnItOn technicians to ensure the technology used for 

remote learning is accessible to all pupils and that reasonable adjustments are made, 

where required 

• ensuring pupils with EHCPs continue to have their needs met, whilst learning remotely 

• identifying the level of support needed for children on the SEND register 

• supporting members of staff with planning for children with additional needs 

 

 

 

 



The Finance and Admin Officer 

The Finance and Admin Officer is responsible for: 

• ensuring value for money when arranging the procurement of equipment or technology 

• ensuring the school has adequate insurance to cover all remote working arrangements 

 

The Governing Body/ St Matthias LAB 

The St Matthias LAB is responsible for: 

• monitoring the school’s approach to providing remote learning, to ensure education 

remains high quality 

• ensuring that staff is certain that remote learning systems are appropriately secure, for both 

data protection and safeguarding reasons 

 

Home School Partnership 

At St Matthias, we want to be as supportive as possible and understand that remote learning is 

different for each family. Due to this, we have created help videos, which are on the school 

website, which act as guides for how to access home learning. If needed, parents are also 

encouraged to book onto help sessions with a member of staff, whether this is in person in our 

outdoor meeting area, or via Google Meets. Support is also offered to all families around online 

safety, which is also outlined on our school website. Furthermore, help sheets and/ or help videos 

have been recorded and made available on our school website, along with login sheets that 

have been shared with children for the following: 

• Google Classrooms and Google Meets  

• myON (with links to Accelerated Reader) 

• TT Rock Stars/ Numbots 

• Prodigy Maths 

• IXL 

In addition to this, to support with home learning, we have provided a timetable for a structured 

day and have offered additional resources, in case children finish their set work. We encourage 

parents to follow this structure and to support children to find a place where they can 

concentrate, where possible. In the case of a bubble closing or a local/ national lockdown, the 

daily meetings will also support with the structure and routine, which is why we encourage families 

to support their children to attend these Google Meets sessions. 

Every effort will be made by staff to ensure work is set promptly and that feedback is given daily. 

Should accessing work be an issue, parents should contact the school promptly and alternative 

solutions will be discussed, on a case by case basis. 

As we encourage families and children to engage in home learning and dialogue around this, if 

there is a concern around a child’s level of engagement, teachers will inform a member of SLT, 

who will contact the family to see how the school can help. 

By working together, we hope to ensure that: 

• children complete work to the deadline set by teachers 

• children and families seek help if needed 

alert teachers if they are unable to complete work 

• families make the school aware if children are unable to complete work, due to sickness 

• communication is open and supportive 



Links with other policies and development plans 

This Blended Learning Policy is linked to the following policies and agreements: 

• Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 

• Behaviour Policy 

• Data Protection Policy and Privacy Notices 

• Online Safety Policy 

• Code of Conduct for Phone Calls, Video Conferencing and Recorded Videos 

• Agreements for Google Classroom 

  



Appendices 

Appendix 1: Learning Overviews 

EYFS 

Nurseries • Learning Packs to be delivered/taken home covering main curriculum areas 

• Daily contact with teachers via Google Meets to share news, songs and stories 

• A recorded pre-phonics activity each day 

Reception • Learning Packs covering phonics, maths and writing to be delivered/taken home 

covering main curriculum areas 

• Daily contact with teachers via Google Meets to share news, songs and stories 

• A recorded phonics lesson each day 

 

KS1 

Subject 
Remote teaching and learning 

provision 
Resources 

School Subscription 

sites 

Reading 

daily 
• Daily phonics lesson recorded by 

teacher 

• Daily story shared by teacher 

 

Books at appropriate 

level 

myON 

Oxford Owls: RWInc 

Writing 

daily 
• Introduction from class teacher over 

Google Meets 

• PowerPoints/PDFs for pupil use and 

shared via Google Classroom or 

targeted links from Oak National 
Academy 

• Children can upload work to Google 

Classroom 

• Access to IXL SPaG, offering instant 

feedback to students and staff  

Writing grids with 

pictures from current 

story stimulus/ word 
mats 

myON 

IXL 

Maths 

daily 
• White Rose Maths scheme followed 

• Links to daily home learning video 

saved in Google Classroom and on 
school website 

• Teachers talk through learning and 

support children in Google Meet 

session 

• Google Forms used for assessment 

White Rose resources 

for appropriate units of 

work 
 

Numbots 

Times Tables Rock 

Stars 
Prodigy Maths 

IXL 

White Rose Maths 

Science, History 

or Geography* 

3 x weekly 

• Teaching units and coverage 
precisely mapped 

• Teacher input videos/pdf saved in 

Google Classroom 

• Children’s work and activities saved 

in Google Classroom 

• Teacher to talk through work during 
Google Meet sessions 

• Oak National Academy sessions, 

where appropriate 

Resources in addition to 

Oak National 

Academy, where 
necessary 

 

Computing 
weekly 

• Links to coding activities taken from 

Switched On Computing, Oak 
National Academy and additional 

coding sites, along with clear 

description and any help videos 

 Switched On 
Computing 

RE 

weekly 
• Teaching units and coverage 

precisely mapped 

• Teacher input videos/pdf saved in 

Google Classroom 

• Children’s work and activities saved 

Worksheets if 

appropriate 

 



in Google Classroom 

• Teacher to talk through work during 
Google Meet sessions 

• Oak National Academy sessions, 

where appropriate 

DT* 
weekly 

• Recorded session from DT teacher or 

written activities linked to Google 
Classroom 

  

Art* 

weekly 
• Recorded session from Art teacher or 

written activities linked to Google 

Classroom 

  

Music 

weekly 
• Recorded session from Music teacher 

or written activities linked to Google 

Classroom 

 Charanga 

PE 
weekly 

• Recorded session from PE coach 

• Additional activities linked to Google 

Classroom 

  

RSHE 

weekly 
• Jigsaw materials saved to Google 

Classroom 

• RSHE focus Google Meet session (e.g. 

circle time) 

• Oak National Academy sessions, 

where appropriate 

 Jigsaw 

Spanish 

weekly 
• Recorded session from Spanish 

teacher or written activities linked to 

Google Classroom 

  

*only set work for the current focus curriculum area 

KS2 

Subject 
Remote teaching and learning 

provision 
Resources 

School 

Subscription sites 
Reading 
daily 

• Focus texts and extracts shared on 

Google Classroom 

• Activity sheets saved on Google 
Classroom 

• Teacher to outline learning during 

Google Meet session 

• Daily story shared by teacher 

 

Reading Extracts 
Comprehension 

Questions 

Vocabulary Activity 
Books at appropriate 

level 

myON 

Writing 

daily 
• Introduction from class teacher over 

Google Meets 

• PowerPoints/PDFs for pupil use and 

shared via Google Classroom or 

targeted links from Oak National 
Academy 

• Children can upload work to Google 

Classroom 

• Access to IXL SPaG, offering instant 

feedback to students and staff  

Writing grids with 

pictures from current 

story stimulus/ word 
mats 

Planning jotter sheets 

Spelling booklet 

myON 

IXL 

Maths 

daily 
• White Rose Maths scheme followed 

• Links to daily home learning video 
saved in Google Classroom and on 

school website 

• Teachers talk through learning and 

support children in Google Meet 
session 

• Google Forms used for assessment 

White Rose resources 

for appropriate units of 

work 

 

Times Tables Rock 

Stars 

Prodigy Maths 
IXL 

White Rose Maths 

Science, History 

or Geography* 
3 x weekly 

• Teaching units and coverage 

precisely mapped 

• Teacher input videos/pdf saved in 

Google Classroom 

• Children’s work and activities saved 

Resources in addition to 

Oak National 
Academy, where 

necessary 

 



in Google Classroom 

• Teacher to talk through work during 
Google Meet sessions 

• Oak National Academy sessions, 

where appropriate 

Computing 
weekly 

• Links to coding activities taken from 

Switched On Computing, Oak 
National Academy and additional 

coding sites, along with clear 

description and any help videos 

 Switched On 
Computing 

RE 

weekly 
• Teaching units and coverage 

precisely mapped 

• Teacher input videos/pdf saved in 

Google Classroom 

• Children’s work and activities saved 

in Google Classroom 

• Teacher to talk through work during 
Google Meet sessions 

• Oak National Academy sessions, 

where appropriate 

Resources in addition to 

Oak National 

Academy, where 
necessary 

 

DT* 
weekly 

• Recorded session from DT teacher or 

written activities linked to Google 
Classroom 

  

Art* 

weekly 
• Recorded session from Art teacher or 

written activities linked to Google 

Classroom 

  

Music 

weekly 
• Recorded session from music teacher 
or written activities linked to Google 

Classroom 

 Charanga 

PE 
weekly 

• Recorded session from PE coach 

Additional activities linked to Google 
Classroom 

  

RSHE 

weekly 
• Jigsaw materials saved to Google 

Classroom 

• RSHE focus Google Meet session (e.g. 

circle time) 

• Oak National Academy sessions, 
where appropriate 

  

Spanish 

weekly 
• Recorded session from Spanish 

teacher or written activities linked to 

Google Classroom 

 

  

*only set work for the current focus curriculum area 

 

SEND 

Children with SEND will have additional resources provided to them via Google Classrooms, 

created by the class teacher with support from the Inclusion team. These will include signpost to 

specific sessions provided by Oak National Academy. 

 

Timetables 

Class timetables can be found on our website. 


